THE  SUN   AND   THE   SERPENT

At the time of Krishna's death, his discus is
said to have ascended to the sky.1

In the Puranas, the discus of Krishna is usually
represented as a cutting weapon. By it the Asura
Naraka was cut in two,3 and the king of Paun-
draka was cut in pieces.3 The city of Kasi, how-
ever, is said to have been burned by Sudarsana.1

Krishna, as already noted, claimed divine
honours as the Sun-god personified, as did so many
of the Solar rajas. Krishna, however, was not a
king. He was the younger son of a chief of the
Yadavas, and was a deified hero. He has now
become one of the chief deities of the Hindu
Pantheon, having in fact superseded Vishnu.

The Yadavas were of the Lunar line of Ksha-
triyas, yet Krishna claimed to be an incarnation
of the Sun-god, It has been mentioned, however,
that the Lunar line was separated from that of the
Sun by religious differences only,, and not by race.

We find that the Naga chief Aryaka, of the race
of Kauravya or Kuru, was great grandfather of
Vasudeva, Krishna's father.5

Balarama, elder brother of Krishna, is repre-
sented as having his head sheltered by the hoods

1  Mahabharata, Mausala, p. iv.

2  Vishnu Parana, V. xxix. 582.

3 Ib. V. xxxiv. 599.                  4 Ib. V. xxxiv. 600.
6 Mahabharata, Adi, Sambhava, p. cxxviii.

Ib., Udyoga, Bhagavatyana, p. cii.
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